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their request, to go to the President. I told them I was
not disposed to consider the subject, and Sumner said he
was not inclined to call on the President.

Contentions and rivalries in the Washington Navy Yard
give annoyance. Twenty per cent of the workmen are
dismissed by order of the Department, and the Senators
and Representatives from Maryland object that any Mary-
lander should be of the number dismissed. These strifes
among the men and the combinations among the rogues
and their friends in the different cities are exciting and
drawing out attacks and intrigues against me. The inter-
ference of Members of Congress is injurious.

January 16, Monday, Mr. Eames has returned and
brings me word that 0'Conor decides he will not break
over his rule of trying no more jury cases. He therefore
declines to undertake the case of Henderson. Advises that
I should take Caleb Gushing. This does not exactly com-
port with my views, and yet after looking over the whole
ground it appears to me that the best thing I can do
will be to give him the cases of the Navy agencies. The
President, with whom I have consulted, approves this
course.

Edward Everett died suddenly yesterday morning,
the 15th. It seems a national loss, although he has reached
a ripe age. His last four years have been useful and dis-
played more manly vigor and wholesome, intellectual, en-
ergetic action than he has ever before exhibited. Hereto-
fore, with high mental culture and great scholastic attain-
ments, his policy has been artificial and conventional,
but latterly his course has been natural. At no moment of
his life did he stand better with his countrymen than when
stricken down. I am indebted to him for many encour-
aging words and kind support in my administration of the
Navy Department. Our party associations ran in differ-
ent channels until the advent of Lincoln, but from the
commencement of the War he frankly, earnestly, and ef-
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